TO: Congressman xxxxx

Address

FROM:  Your name, address, telephone number

Date:


Dear Congressman xxxxxxxx,
Thank you for taking the time to read through my concerns as outlined below.  I appreciate all that you do to protect the economy and the environment.  I am very concerned about both and how a proposed decision by the United States Forest Service (USFS) to close the Upper Tellico OHV trail system in the Nantahala National Forest, North Carolina, could eliminate millions of dollars in tourism revenue with no positive impact upon the environment and no improvement in water quality.  

Your attention to this problem cannot wait.  The USFS has issued a proposed temporary closure notice prohibiting all use of the Upper Tellico OHV trail system, effective April 1, 2009.  For the Upper Tellico OHV trail system, and the local and state economy, there is a better solution.  That better solution is to repair the area, based on science, based on the internal advice of a USFS enterprise team report by Trails Unlimited, and based on professional engineering and biological opinions.    
The repair solution is better:

· For the local economy in the long-term

· USFS statistics
 indicate that OHV enthusiasts spend 4 times more money on lodging, food, and gas than other outdoor sportsmen.
· Within the 3 county area encompassing the OHV trail system:
· $4.8 million in tourism revenues is generated annually by OHV users.
· A repair solution would generate between $1.5 and $2.6 million in OHV revenue annually.

· A closure solution would generate ZERO dollars in tourism revenue.
· Within the current recession period, local businesses cannot transition from their current economic tourism base that caters to OHV users to other forms of recreation such as ecotourism.
· USFS statistics indicate that anglers surveyed will not utilize the Tellico River and its tributary streams for trout fishing more than they do currently.

· For the local economy in the short-term as a source for shovel-ready jobs:
· An independent scientific study by Caliber Engineering Consultants indicates trail improvement costs would create more than $1.4 million in jobs.

· For the environment 
· The independent scientific study conducted by Caliber Engineering Consultants, in association with Mike Eagan, Biologist, made the following findings
:
· Streams are healthy, have excellent water quality per North Carolina standards, and are capable of sustaining viable, reproducing native trout populations. 

· Degradation of water quality and degradation of aquatic habitat in Upper Tellico is non-existent. 

· Stream channels are very stable and aptly convey stream flows without streambed erosion. 

· Historic clear-cutting of land in Upper Tellico has contributed more to the off-site sediment transport than the trail system.

· The trails and site obstacles are repairable and very much maintainable/sustainable after repair.

· Closure of any of the trails is neither warranted nor recommended.

· A USFS report conducted by the US Forest Service Trails Unlimited enterprise team made the following recommendations to both the Region 8 Recreation Director and the Region 8 OHV Coordinator PRIOR to the original closure order, PRIOR to the Environmental Assessment, and PRIOR to the newly proposed closure order:
· 17% (6.5 miles) of the trail mileage appear to be in good condition.
· 3% (1.2 miles) of the trail mileage need to be relocated to a more sustainable alignment.
· 15% (5.7 miles) of the trail mileage needs heavy reconstruction. This category includes primarily the extreme rock crawling/site obstacle sections requiring proper drainage features and by-pass or bail-out routes.
· 65% (24.8 miles) of the trail mileage can be brought to acceptable standard by changing the maintenance techniques used.
· No trails were recommended for closure.
· The USFS is proposing to keep certain roads and trails open only for timber sales despite the historic partnership with OHV organizations.  In fact, in the past 10 years, OHV enthusiasts partnering with the USFS in the Upper Tellico OHV trail system have donated over $558,000 to stabilize, repair, and maintain the trails.  Over the past 10 years, enthusiasts have also contributed $1.6 million in user fees to offset agency maintenance costs.  That represents a combined total of $2.1 million towards maintenance of the OHV trail system in Tellico.  However, the USFS has spent only $2 million in maintenance during the same time period.  This equates to an annual expenditure by the USFS in maintenance costs of just $200,000 compared to the $202,000 contributed by OHV users in trail fees alone.
  

Please help me in whatever way you can.  Please do not allow the USFS to callously disregard the economic impact their closure order will have on the local economy without any benefit to water quality.  Thank you again for your time and dedication.  Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss this issue that is so important to me and other constituents in your area.  
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